Report to Steering Committee from Pat Hardy--  January 2010
Since the last meeting some exciting developments have cropped up as well as several things were followed up on from the last meeting:

TaCT: Vicki, Ann and I worked on the briefing sheet for the Warden at Solano to train his administrative staff. An email was received copying us on his forwarding that info to his regional director. No word yet.

Fundraising letter: Ann wrote it, Stephen created list and Toby Laverty got it out in a timely manner and what you will hear from the Financial report is that it was a great success reaping us twice what we usually do.


Three seed grant requests were sent to AVP USA two for $250 and one for $300


A letter was sent to Ristad regarding funding our Outreach Project

United Methodist Church grant request for $1500 was sent in by the deadline to the Peace  and Justice committee, thanks to the direction of Guari’s UMC minister-wife, Sherri. In the process of writing this, I contacted the minister there who is seriously interested in working with us; checking it out with his congregation. Things is wife would be great as the Outreach Coordinator; I sent him a copy of the letter and grant request

Thanking lodging facilities. A certificate of appreciation was delivered in a frame to the Best Western Sahara. Did others do anything?

Graduation Certificate change is posted on the website

BI, Inc. has renewed its relationship to AVP/CA: SJV and has sought other locations for this partnership. Including Bay Area. They requested and were provided a letter from US for their grant to CDCR. San Diego is now working with them, however they didn’t negotiate that community people could be incorporated into their workshops, which I think is a crucial aspect.

At her encouragement we sent off Noel’s CTF DVD to the AVP/USA project to educate Washington on what AVP is and does for Obama’s Re-entry Project.

During the past couple months I have functioned as a sounding board for George Ramos around QEWR, but he also needs others to give him feedback and has requested a separate phone call or even a face-to-face meeting with a group of people….maybe.  

We have an appointment with the new Director of Adult Operations, George Giurbino, January 27. He has asked his get-it-done-gal Dee Long to attend and I have requested that the CPM bosses be there too. Joyce, Guari and Stephen M will be joining me to discuss several issues including but not only the following: Priority ducats, taking brown cards away from prison by state access listed facilitators,  local prisons actually accepting the list, our planned Assessment, listing AVP as one of the programs being offered on the CDCR website.

I am eager to hear what he has planned for the department; when I spoke to Dee she says expect to see some changes toward rehabilitation.

No doubt you have heard that AVP workshops  are —now along with NA, AA— entitling inmates 6 weeks off of their sentences.  Do we feel comfortable with this?

My plan for the year is to continue pursuing money for an Outreach Coordinator and I hope that we will look closely at beginning to look very seriously at starting the path toward starting this project.
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